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AGENDA

vIntroductions
vDrop name, major, university in the chat

vProgram Background
vTeam
vArgan trees and oil 
vComponents
vResearch 
vRequirements
vCOVID-19 precautions
vTimeline 

vQuestions and Answers 



INTRODUCTIONS: PROGRAM LEADERS



INTRODUCTIONS: PROGRAM TEAM 



INTRODUCTIONS: SUMMER 2023 STUDENTS



TARA DEUBEL, PHD. MOROCCO EXPERIENCE
vU.S. Fulbright in Agadir, Morocco 2018-2019

vhttps://teawithtara.home.blog/ 

https://teawithtara.home.blog/
https://teawithtara.home.blog/


COLLEEN NAUGHTON, PHD MOROCCO EXPERIENCE
v Traveled to Morocco 5 times 2017-2018

vAmerican Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS) Science and Technology Policy Fellow for the 
Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC)

vhttps://www.mcc.gov/where-we-
work/program/morocco-employability-and-land-
compact 

https://www.mcc.gov/where-we-work/program/morocco-employability-and-land-compact
https://www.mcc.gov/where-we-work/program/morocco-employability-and-land-compact
https://www.mcc.gov/where-we-work/program/morocco-employability-and-land-compact


BACKGROUND - MOROCCAN ARGAN
vArgan trees, Argania spinosa (L.), 
have existed for over 80 million years
v800,000 hectares of land 
vUNESCO Biosphere reserve- 1989 
vUnder threat from climate change 
and deforestation
v Harvested and produced mostly by 
rural women in the indigenous 
Amazigh communities  



BACKGROUND- WOMEN’S ARGAN OIL 
PRODUCTION



NSF- IRES (INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH 
EXPERIENCES FOR STUDENTS)  

vTitle: US-Morocco Collaborative 
Research for Socially and 
Environmentally Sustainable 
Women’s Argan Oil Production
vOverall goal of this 
collaborative IRES project is to 
train interdisciplinary engineers, 
scientists and anthropologists to 
research and design socially and 
environmentally sustainable and 
equitable systems 



PROGRAM COMPONENTS 

v3 years (2022-2024) 

v6 students – 3 from each UC 
Merced and USF
vUSF – 2 anthropology, 1 engineering 
vUC Merced- 2 engineering/science, 
1 anthropology/social science 

vMix of undergraduate and 
graduate students 



RESEARCH 



PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

vU.S. citizen or permanent resident
vUniversity of South Florida or University of 
California Merced undergraduate or graduate 
student
vPlan to be enrolled Fall 2024 
vAt least Sophomore  

vCurrent U.S. passport 
vApplications due November 15th, 2023
vCannot take other summer classes (even remote) 
during any part of the program 
vSpring 2024 independent study 



WHAT DOES THE PROGRAM INCLUDE AND NOT 
INCLUDE? 

vIncludes: 
vAirfare 
vLodging in country 
vFood 
vTravel insurance
vTraining  
vMeal with Moroccan host 
families in Agadir
vField trips to some sites 
(Essaouira)
vSmall travel stipend for 
meals, tips, and other items not 
directly included 

vNot Included: 
vHourly wage or salary
vHealth insurance & vaccines
vPassport 
vCell phone
vClothing 
vPersonal travel in Morocco
vSingle occupancy room 
vCustomary tips 



COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 
vMorocco has highest vaccination rate in 
Africa (~60%) 
vFollowing all university and country 
guidance
vRequired for students: 
vFull COVID-19 vaccination + booster
vCOVID-19 testing 
vOther travel vaccinations 
vFace coverings on plane 
vDaily symptom check & in-country protocols
vAgree to virtual program if decided for full 
program for COVID/security reasons  



FIELD VISIT: ESSAOUIRA



APPLICANT SELECTION 
vApplications due November 15th, 2023 

vApplication review ~11/16-11/24/23 

vShort list interviews and requests for 
additional info 
vTranscripts 
vContact references 
vZoom interviews (11/29 8AM PST/11AM EST, 12/6 
7AM/10AM, 12/8 AM/11AM)  

vFinal selection 12/9/23-12/31/23 

vNotification of application status:            
~ 12/31/23 



PROGRAM TIMELINE 
vSummer 2024 Program Dates in country ~June 29th-July 31st  



SUMMER 2024 

vPreliminary dates June 29th -July 31, 2024 

Ethnographic 



QUESTIONS? 

vApplications due November 15, 2023 sustainableargan.org 


